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Types of Acceleration:
Dimensions and Issues

W. Thomas Southern, Miami University of Ohio; Eric D. Jones, Bowling Green State University

Introduction

Pressey’s (1949) defi nition describes acceleration as, 

“progress through an educational program at rates faster or 

at ages younger than conventional” (p. 2). According to that 

defi nition, Southern, Jones, and Stanley (1993) identifi ed 17 

educational types of accelerative options. In this chapter we 

discuss those 17 practices; we also include one additional practice 

which is the result of separating early entrance to kindergarten 

from early entrance to fi rst grade, and consider them as two 

distinct practices. The chapter also considers fi ve dimensions of 

acceleration that characterize and may affect their availability to 

students who demonstrate academic precocity. 

1. Early Admission to Kindergarten: Students enter 

kindergarten or fi rst grade prior to achieving the 

minimum age for school entry as set by district or state 

policy. The entry age specifi ed varies greatly throughout 

the country and is generally stated in terms of birth date. 

For example, entry to kindergarten will be allowed for 

prospective students who will achieve the age of fi ve years 

on or before September 30 of their entry year.

2. Early Admission to First Grade: This practice can 

result from either the skipping of kindergarten, or from 

accelerating a student from kindergarten in what would 

be the student’s fi rst year of school.

3. Grade-Skipping: A student is considered to have grade 

skipped if he or she is given a grade-level placement ahead 

of chronological-age peers. Grade-skipping may be done 

at the beginning or during the school year. 

4. Continuous Progress: The student is given content 

progressively as prior content is completed and mastered. 

The practice is accelerative when the student’s progress 

exceeds the performance of chronological peers in rate 

and level. Provision for providing sequenced materials 

may or may not be with the discretion of the teacher or 

within the control of the student.

5. Self-Paced Instruction: With this option the student 

proceeds through learning and instructional activities at 

a self-selected pace. Self-paced instruction is a sub-type of 

continuous progress acceleration. Self-paced instruction is 

distinguishable from the more general continuous progress 

in that the student has control over all pacing decisions.

6. Subject-Matter Acceleration/Partial Acceleration: This 

practice allows students to be placed with classes with 

older peers for a part of the day (or with materials from 

higher grade placements) in one or more content areas. 

Subject-matter acceleration or partial acceleration may 

be accomplished by the student either physically moving 

to a higher-level class for instruction (e.g., a second-grade 

student going to a fi fth-grade reading group), or using 

higher-level curricular or study materials. Subject-matter 

acceleration may also be accomplished outside of the 

general instructional schedule (e.g., summer school 

or after school) or by using higher-level instructional 

activities on a continuous progress basis without leaving 

the placement with chronological-age peers.

7. Combined Classes: While not, in and of itself, a practice 

designed for acceleration, in some instances (e.g., a fourth- 

and fi fth-grade split room), this placement can allow 

younger students to interact academically and socially 

with older peers. It may or may not result in an advanced 

grade placement later.

8. Curriculum Compacting: The student’s instruction 

entails reduced amounts of introductory activities, 

drill, and practice. Instructional experiences may also 

be based on relatively fewer instructional objectives 

compared to the general curriculum. The time gained 

may be used for more advanced content instruction or 

to participate in enrichment activities. Instructional 

goals should be selected on the basis of careful 

analyses for their roles in the content and hierarchies 
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TYPES OF ACCELERATION

1. Early Admission to Kindergarten
2. Early Admission to First Grade
3. Grade-Skipping
4. Continuous Progress
5. Self-Paced Instruction
6. Subject-Matter Acceleration/Partial Acceleration
7. Combined Classes
8. Curriculum Compacting 
9. Telescoping Curriculum
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of curricula. The parsing of activities and goals should 

be based on pre-instructional assessment. 

9. Telescoping Curriculum: Student is provided instruction 

that entails less time than is normal (e. g., completing a one-

year course in one semester, or three years of middle school 

in two). Telescoping differs from curriculum compacting 

in that time saved from telescoping always results in 

advanced grade placement. It is planned to fi t a precise 

time schedule. Curriculum compacting, on the other 

hand, does not necessarily advance grade placement.

10. Mentoring: A student is paired with a mentor or 

expert tutor who provides advanced or more rapid 

pacing of instruction.

11. Extracurricular Programs: Students elect to enroll in 

coursework or after school or summer programs that 

confer advanced instruction and/or credit. 

12. Correspondence Courses: The student enrolls in 

coursework delivered outside of normal school instruction. 

Instruction may be delivered traditionally by mail, but 

increasingly other delivery mechanisms such as Internet-

based instruction and televised courses are used.

13. Early Graduation: The student graduates from high 

school or college in three-and-a-half years or less. 

Generally, this is accomplished by increasing the amount 

of coursework undertaken each year in high school or 

college, but it may also be accomplished through dual/

concurrent enrollment (see below) or extracurricular and 

correspondence coursework.

14. Concurrent/Dual Enrollment: The student takes a 

course at one level and receives credit for a parallel course 

at a higher level (e.g., taking algebra at the middle school 

level and receiving credit at both the middle school and 

the high school level or taking a high school chemistry 

course and receiving credit for a university course upon 

successful completion).

15. Advanced Placement (AP): The student takes a course 

(traditionally in high school) that will confer college credit 

upon successful completion of a standardized examination.

16. Credit by Examination: The student is awarded advanced 

standing credit (e.g., in high school or college) by successfully 

completing some form of mastery test or activity.

17. Acceleration in College: The student is awarded an 

advanced level of instruction at least one year ahead of 

normal. This may be achieved with the employment of 

other accelerative techniques such as dual enrollment 

and credit by examination or by determination of college 

teachers and administrators.

18. Early Entrance into Middle School, High School, or 
College: The student completes two or more majors in a 

total of four years and/or earns an advanced degree along 

with or in lieu of a bachelors degree.

10. Mentoring
11. Extracurricular Programs
12. Correspondence Courses
13. Early Graduation
14. Concurrent/Dual Enrollment
15. Advanced Placement
16. Credit by Examination
17. Acceleration in College
18. Early Entrance into Middle School, High School, or College
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Algebra Lesson 

Solve for x.  Please show your work. 

 

1.)   3x+2x=10      2.) 4x+2x=x+x+20 

 

 

 

3.) 3x+5=x+19      4.) 2(3x+1)=x+22 

 

 

 

5.) 10+10+4=x+x+x+x    6.) 3x+4=2x+7 

 

 

 

7.) 5x+2=3x+12     8.) 2x+1+x+4=x+16+x 

 

 

 

9.) 5x-3x+x+8=2x+1+x+x    10.) 2(x+4)=x+10 











Pre-Assessment Evaluation Criteria 

 

Name of the Pre-Assessment:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Content  Area:  ____________________________ Unit/Topic:  _____________________________ 

Grade Level:  __________________ 

Author(s):  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Criteria Yes No Explanation 

1. Does it cover the TEKS covered in the 
unit? 

   

2. Is it comprehensive but not 
overwhelming? 

   

3. Does it clearly show which students 
have already mastered the content? 

   

4. Is it quick?    

5. Is it easy to use?    

6. Does it include open ended 
questions? 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 



Tic-Tac-Toe Menu 
Topic: ________________________________________________________________ 

Timeline:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

   

  
 
 
 

FREE CHOICE 

 

   

 

 



2-5-8 Menu 
Topic: ________________________________________________________________ 

Timeline:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

2 Points  

 

5 Points  

 

 

 

8 Points  

 

 



Name:  _______________________________ 

AUTHENTICATION 
 
I chose to authenticate  ______________________________ 
 
 
I wanted to verify __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Source 1 Source 2 Source 3 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other sources I reviewed. 

My topic  WAS  or   WAS NOT verified.  Summarized findings: ___________________ 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 



Resources 

 

Texas Association for the Gifted & Talented (TAGT)  

www.txgifted.org 

 

Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=6420 

 

Hoagies Gifted 

  www.hoagiesgifted.org     

 

Institute for Research & Policy on Acceleration (Belin Blank Center) 

  www.accelerationinstitute.org 

 

Davidson Institute for Talent Development 

  www.davidsongifted.org 

 

Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted (SENG) 

  www.sengifted.org 


	a Keys to Giftedness
	b Which Are You More Like
	c Nation Deceived 25
	d Nation Deceived 15
	e Algebra Lesson
	f Geometry shapes TicTacToe 35
	g TicTacToe Form
	h chemical Rx 258 menu ms
	i 258 Menu
	j BLD Menu K2
	k Shape Menu K2
	l Authentication form
	m Overexcitabilities
	Characteristics
	Psychomotor
	Strategies
	Psychomotor

	n How Much of a Perfectionist Are You
	o PreAssess Prepositions
	p PreAssess Katy History pg 1
	q PreAssess Katy History pg 2
	r PreAssess Katy History pg 3
	s PreAssess Eval
	t College Majors of Famous Folks
	Activity

	u Paired Comparison (2)
	u Paired Comparison
	v Weighted Criteria directions
	w Weighted Criteria front back 1
	w Weighted Criteria front back
	x Profiles of the Gifted Activity
	y PROFILES-BEST-REVISED-MATRIX-2010



